
LEAD 
Roger Ellis 

 
We began the ’20-’21 ministry year with the theme “Let Justice Roll” from Amos 5:24.  
We did our best to grapple with justice issues from a biblical perspective. The justice  
issues surrounding us constantly pressure us for political solutions and we certainly felt 
those pressures. We clarified that there can be no justice without a biblical standard  
of righteousness.  

 
God, help us to view these issues, as difficult as they are, from a biblical perspective… and love 
our neighbor who sees things differently than we do.  
 
To say the least, ministry was complicated this year. The staff did a commendable job 
navigating the distancing and sanitizing recommendations. We adapted to change in the 
following ways:  
 

• Kids Ministry – The Family Venue was designed to allow families to worship and 
learn together. Becci Terrill and her team adapted quite well to Sunday ministry 
outside last summer and early fall under a tent. Online ministry was developed. 
Families were equipped with creative lessons prepared for pick up at the office 
door.  

• Student Ministry – Myles Hanson became the Student Ministry Director. Middle 
school gatherings moved to Wednesday evenings and high school gatherings to 
Sunday evenings.  

• Worship – Our entire worship service was online for a number of months. Tom 
Hooper did an incredible job pivoting to an online video presence. His patience with 
me when it came to recording messages was so helpful. His team thrived during 
Sunday set up when we were meeting outside July through September. The 
necessity of having an online presence will continue and it will challenge us to 
practically stay in step with technological advances. Afterall, our online presence is 
the front door to Oakwood as those who visit in-person have more recently visited 
online first.  

• Communications – The need for excellence in our online presence became more 
important than ever. Sarah Duwe increased her hours as our Communications 
Manager (website, app, emails, announcements, social media and more).  

• Guest Care – How to creatively welcome guests was quite the challenge for Sarah 
Hayden. Managing the chat for so many viewing online was so helpful and needed. 
She persevered with such a small volunteer staff all year due to COVID.  

• Missions – The missions team met via Zoom through April. We adjusted our Missions 
Sunday from fall to spring. We were unable to host Family Promise. Divine Consign 
(which funds Community Partnerships) was canceled until Spring 2021. We had our 
very first missionaries, Keith and Judy Anderson, retire. We are now supporting and 
partnering with Shepherd’s College in Union Grove.  

• Elders – All meetings were via Zoom for nearly a year. We had many extra meetings 
due to the pandemic and church family issues.   

• Finances – Many of our givers switched to online giving.  



• We are glad to be rounding the corner of pandemic restrictions and 
recommendations. The roar of community has returned to our Worship Center  
and lobby.   

 
It was my privilege and delight to preach (with help from staff and guest speakers) the 
following message series:  
 

• Right Here. Right Now (Esther) – Family Month | August  
• Let Justice Roll (Amos) – Fall  
• The Heritage of the Gospel – Christmas  
• We Believe Experience (EFCA doctrinal Statement of Faith) – Winter  
• What’s Most Important, On the Horizon and Hope (Anchor Up!) – Spring  
• Finding Meaning – Summer  
• Three Route 66 books (Esther, Amos, Jude)  

 
We transitioned from our annual Community Bible Experience and dove into our doctrinal 
statement with the We Believe Experience (for both adults and children). We hope to share 
this resource in the near future with our denomination. In the winter of 2022 we will dive into 
the Gospels with Immerse using the NLT translation of the Bible. We have also completed 
full sermon series or stand-alone overviews for 65 books of the Bible during the past 
nine years. I look forward to walking through book number 66 (1 Timothy) this coming fall, 
completing Route 66.   
 
Other Highlights:   
 

• Staff/Guest speakers: Marcus Constantine, Nate Stenholtz, Jarrett Luckett 
and Annie Riphenburg (Exploit No More - Freedom Sunday), Dr. Christopher Yuan (in 
conjunction with the FLD conference), Bishop W.C. Martin (Orphan Sunday), 
Brad Jonswold (Missions Sunday), Myles Hanson (Graduation Sunday), Al Calderon Jr. 
(Father’s Day). 

• We had several baptisms at Oakwood, including Fred Besasie, Anneliese Burg,  
Mike Elkins, Elizabeth Fiedler, Joe Gratz, Elias Mandigo, Kyan Penebaker and 
Javier Reyes Otero.   

• More than 180 people served in the 321 volunteer positions available at Oakwood.  
• I performed two weddings (Todd and Heidi Beauchamp; Brad and Rachel 

Fitzgerald) and three memorial services [Robert Sturdevant (father-in-
law), Dick Stenholtz, Paul Lisius]. It’s an amazing blessing that we had so few 
memorial services during a pandemic.  

• This year I again chaired the southeast Wisconsin District Board of Ministerial 
Standing for the Forest Lakes District (Evangelical Free Church of America) which 
conducts ministerial credentialing councils. We are scheduled to meet one day each 
January and July here at Oakwood.  

 
 
SPECIAL THANKS TO THESE KEY VOLUNTEERS:  

• Michael Cook (treasurer), Larry Schmidt (assistant treasurer), and  
Adrienne Pollen and Melissa Whitehead (financial secretaries), who keep  
us up to date on our finances   

• Ian Kee, who led the missions team through January  
• Nick Hayden, who leads our Benevolence ministry   



• My wife, Cheryl, has served alongside me for the past 38 years. Her ministry to me 
over the course of these years has been a major source of encouragement. What a 
gift she has been to me and to Oakwood.  

• As always, blessings upon all of you who are not mentioned here, who serve so 
faithfully and creatively behind the scenes week after week. We could not do 
ministry well without you.  

• Our team of elders (Chairman Terry Breunig, Pat Feder, Christopher Blake, Wayne 
Steffen, Gery Sawall, Dean Wardle, Jim Gitto and Scott Walker), who provided 
advice, affirmation, perspective and unity during a challenging year. 

• Special thanks to Terry Breunig for patiently walking our elders, staff and church 
family through ’20-’21.  

 
 
OAKWOOD’S ’20-’21 PASTORAL AND SUPPORT STAFF TEAM:  

• Full-time pastoral staff: Marcus Constantine, Nate Stenholtz, Tom Hooper, 
Becci Terrill and Myles Hanson  

• Part-time pastoral staff: Sarah Hayden, Jubilee Corbett and Ashley Schmidt  
• Ministry assistants (both full and part-time): Lynda VanderBroek (Office 

Manager and Bookkeeper), Julie Krinke (Graphic Designer), Carrie Ziebell (Ministry 
Coordinator) Suzan Braun (Missions Coordinator), Gerrylynn Ferguson (Community 
Partnerships Coordinator), Sarah Duwe (Communications Manager), Don Douglas 
(Facilities Manager) and Chris Bandler (Custodial Assistant)  

• Staff departures: Jubilee Corbett (September) and Becci Terrill (May)  
  
This year, may each of us be up to the challenge to faithfully serve Jesus as He has  
so designed and equipped us to do. May we be a church family that follows His game 
plan, together.  

  



ELDER TEAM 
Terry Breunig – Chairman 
It has been so good to see people returning to in-person worship, in-person fellowship, in-
person small groups, in-person everything! 

We appreciate how our Phase Team – the staff and elders who provided recommendations 
during COVID – worked so diligently to help bring us back together safely. We are also 
grateful for how our staff harnessed technology to help fill the gap while distancing 
guidelines continued to keep some away. We expect creative uses of technology will 
continue to enhance our ministries going forward.  But as a friend recently said, “It’s good to 
see you in ‘3-D’ again!” 

Thank you to the many of you who continued to patiently support Oakwood through 
significant, stressful challenges this past ministry year with your prayers, words of 
encouragement, acts of service, graciousness and financial faithfulness. Matthew 6 assures 
us the Lord rewards private acts of prayer, Christian service and charity. 

We are grateful to have made it through the year without having to lay off any staff people 
or reduce support to our outreach ministry partners. We also are grateful to see the gospel 
preached and lives touched and changed through both our staff and ministry volunteers. 

From “Right Here, Right Now” through “The Heritage of the Gospel” through “We Believe” 
through “Hope,” Pastor Roger and our other speakers reminded us of a number of 
foundational biblical truths: 

• God is always at work on our behalf, sometimes visibly and sometimes behind  
the scenes. 

• The Lord’s perfect justice ultimately will prevail. 
• We need to follow Jesus on His terms. 
• Our Redeemer lives!  We will see Him in our flesh! 
 

Our ministry leaders and staff update us regularly on how they see the Lord at work through 
Oakwood. Recent examples include: 

• People coming forward to participate or assist as worship leaders; positive reactions 
to testimony videos 

• Testimonies regarding the impact of disciplemaking training; prayer groups 
committing to regular prayer meetings; partnering in a potential multi-ethnic  
church plant 

• Seeing women touched by special events, such as IF:Gathering, and through 
workshops on how to read the Bible 

• Middle school girls doing a prayer walk through Hartland; high school students 
babysitting so parents could have a date night 

• Seeing kids asking for prayer, and reaching out to encourage others about  
God’s love 

 



(Personally, I also loved the Reaffirmation of Faith video Tom Hooper and Sarah Duwe 
produced featuring many of our staff members. Click here to view.) 

Administratively, we implemented a new accounting system this year which provides 
additional functionality, and tighter integration with our website, our mobile phone app, and 
electronic giving transactions. 

We resumed work on the proposed amendments to our current by-laws. The primary intent 
is to clarify in practical terms how elders, the lead pastor and staff are to work together. We 
expect a congregational vote at the annual meeting. 

We look forward to recommending our new elder nominees to the congregation to join our 
existing elder team of Christopher Blake, Pat Feder, Jim Gitto, Wayne Steffen, Scott Walker 
and Dean Wardle. My thanks to outgoing elder Gery Sawall. I also will be departing the 
Elder Team, as my term is expiring. 

Please join the Elder Team in prayer for the new ministry year, and please provide our 
Ministry Staff with the volunteer and financial support our ministries will need. He is 
trustworthy, and will bring His plans to pass (1 Thess 5:24). 

  

https://oakwoodnow.org/about-us/what-we-believe/


ELDER TEAM – PERSONAL NOTE 
Terry Breunig – Chairman 
Thank you for allowing me the honor to serve on your elder team the past six years. While 
the regular chairman’s letter covers events of the past year, please allow me to share a few 
words before my term ends, taking a longer view. 

We live in a time of increasing spiritual warfare. The enemy would have the world believe 
there is no God – or that everyone is free to imagine their own god. As a result, we are told 
truth is relative, we should talk about Jesus only in private, and our institutions and culture 
have been pulled off their Judeo-Christian moorings. 

Yet, God calls us to rejoice in Him each day (Psalm 118:24). It is easy to see trouble around us 
and curse the darkness, but we are called to share light rather than generate heat. It is our 
enduring joy in Him that draws people to the life-changing power of the gospel (Psalms 
51:12-13). We need to manifest the fruit of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22-23) by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 

As an elder, I have enjoyed hearing testimonies of how people came to faith in Christ. Some 
accounts are more dramatic than others, but all are glorifying to the Lord and make a 
difference for eternity. 

One example was Fred Besasie’s baptism last fall. Bill and Renee Conner (Fred’s son-in-law 
and daughter) had been praying for 35 years for Fred to trust Jesus for salvation. Fred, 90, 
accepted the Lord about one-and-a-half years ago, and a few months later asked to be 
baptized. I found it a great reminder of the hope we have in Him. 

May we stay true to our mission to share the good news with unbelievers, and to disciple 
believers for effective living and service (1 Cor. 3:10-15). 

Note that how we “do church” in the days and years ahead may change as the opposition 
continues to increase. The gospel is timeless. Methods are not. 

Doctrinally, we remain vigilant about our commitment to the Bible as the Word of God.  
There always will be discussions trying to discern shades of meaning and appropriate 
applications as we seek to understand the Word more fully – within the context that the 
Bible is God-breathed, authoritative and reliable in all that it says. 

Please continue to embrace God’s eternal promises to the people and land of Israel.  The 
Jews and the land have been spiritual and physical battlegrounds since Joshua led the 
people across the Jordan River 3,500 years ago. The enemy will bring increasing secular 
political and religious doctrinal pressures to blame, abandon and betray the Jews and Israel. 

To love what God loves, however, means we are called to embrace the unconditional 
promises He has made to His chosen people as we grow closer to the Lord’s return. (There 
is no commentary here about Middle East politics, only that God is doing His work in and 
through the land.) 

 



In this regard, I am very pleased we voted to retain a premillennial outlook on end times in 
our Statement of Faith. I believe the underlying question in that discussion is about God 
fulfilling His promises. 

I also am very pleased that we actively support Jewish outreach in the land of Israel. The 
Lord promised Abram (later Abraham) in their first encounter that those who bless the Jews 
will be blessed, and those who curse the Jews will be cursed (Genesis 12:3). 

Thank you, again, for allowing me to serve. Come quickly, Lord Jesus! 

  

 

  



STAFF DEVELOPMENT 
Nate Stenholtz   
  
2020 brought many challenges to all of us. However, the end of 2020 was a very difficult 
season for me and my family. We said goodbye to my dad (a faithful volunteer and member 
here at Oakwood) in October. Then a few weeks later all four of us battled with COVID-19 
and, to top it all off, in December we learned that Kristin lost her job of 14 years with Premier 
Designs due to pandemic-related issues. Despite all of this and more, we still are able 
to praise Jesus and lift His name high!   
  
Even in hard times, will you? “Glorify the Lord with me; let us exalt his name together.”  
- Psalm 34:3  
  
2021 brought much to be thankful for, including the completion of my 25th year of ministry 
with the last seven being here at Oakwood! We are so thankful to the elders and 
you, our church family, for the gift of a two-month sabbatical. I’m grateful for the extra time 
to rest and do several things that refresh my soul. I look forward to preaching and giving an 
update to you on Aug. 15.   
  
My pastoral ministry here at Oakwood is accomplished primarily, though not exclusively, 
through the following four roles:   
  
 
STAFF OVERSIGHT  
This role serves as an intentional way for me to free up and protect Pastor Roger’s time  
and schedule.   
  
I am thankful I get to spend so much of my time praying for and encouraging the staff. Part 
of that time is spent coaching and developing staff members through regular one-on-one 
meetings. I also lead weekly staff meetings, calendar alignment meetings and our Lunch 
and Learn meetings!   
  
Another part of this role is to be the primary person to help find new staff when needed. The 
year started off with a Student Ministry search. We are currently in a search process for our 
next Kids Ministry Director. I want to continue to do my best and bring the best staff to serve 
you and join our amazing team.  
 
I want to give a huge shout out to Becci Terrill for her partnership during the past seven 
years of ministry. Her joy and enthusiasm will be missed on our team. She made a major 
impact on our kids and families. Thank you for living out the Family Life motto… to energize 
the next generation!   
  
Just a few of the highlights:   

• The year started off finalizing our search and interview process for our Student 
Ministry Director. A huge shout out to those on the interview team: Melissa Wardle, 
Michael Cook, Dave Locklin, Pat Feder, Dionne Wilhelm, Robin Whelan, Amanda 
Penebaker and Roger Ellis. As a team, they did a fantastic job asking tough questions, 
praying and ultimately, recommending Myles Hanson for the position.   

 



• I launched a new way to develop our staff team this past year. It is called  
“Lunch and Learn.” The goal is to gather the staff together for some learning together 
without the homework! We are off to a great start covering topics like combating 
loneliness during the pandemic, caring for abused people, conflict resolution and 
strategic planning.   

  
 
EFFECTIVE MINISTRY DESIGN  
The heartbeat of Oakwood is disciplemaking. My role, as I listen to the staff, is to ensure 
each ministry is strategically developing an aligned heartbeat for disciplemaking.   
  
Just a few of the highlights:   

• Being able to partner with Pastor Marcus in creating and starting a five-week, stand-
alone training series called Spark. This is designed to help jumpstart 
our disciplemaking way of life around the priorities of Jesus! Thank you Randy 
Wardle, Manuel Marin and Morgan Ertel for your partnership in the process.   

• The Waypoint strategy continues to be a powerful way to encourage, equip and 
empower parents. I was able to coach a church in Kansas City, Missouri, this 
year via Zoom. I also want to give a shout out to Becci Terrill, Myles Hanson, Marcus 
Constantine and Margaret Fielder for leading Waypoints this year at Phase Day.  

• All our ministries had to learn how to do ministry differently during the pandemic. We 
prayed and worked together to keep disciplemaking at the center of all we do and 
re-imagine each of our ministries. Each staff member deserves a huge standing 
ovation for how they have adapted and grown during this difficult year!    

  
 
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT   
This year was a year to pray and seek the Lord for new ways to equip leaders.   
  
Just a few of the highlights:   

• Interns! This is still a very high value for us. It is my hope and prayer that we fill all 
of our paid internship spots!   

• Pastor Marcus and I have been praying and preparing to launch a leadership 
development ministry in the fall of 2021 for men called Pulse! We are grateful to 
learn from Susan Klein and Debbie Rowe and their faithful ministry with Equipping 
Women Of Influence (E-WIN), a women’s leadership ministry, over the years.   

• I teamed with Dave Jeske to develop the security team. (See separate update)  
• I maintain our medical team. (See separate update)   
• I teamed with Mary Olson to again offer Sunday morning coffee!  

(See separate update)  
• I have been working with Carrie Ziebell, Dean Wardle, Wayne Steffen, Scott Walker 

and Jim Gitto to clarify our staff conflict escalation policy. I’m thankful to work with 
that team.   

  
 
GENERAL PASTORAL SERVICE  
In this role I serve much like a “Swiss Army knife” where I am able to use my gifts and 
passions to serve in multiple roles.   
  



Just a few of the highlights:   
• officially had my Ordination Service on Nov. 22!   
• I had the joy to walk through the membership process with three new members.   
• I had the joy and honor to preach two times.   
• I continued to serve within our high school student ministry.    
• I helped clarify new office roles for Julie, Carrie, Sarah D. and myself in relationship 

to Lynda reducing her hours in May.   
• It was my joy to facilitate two child dedication services.   
• I was honored to be the Fall Retreat speaker for our middle school group.   
• I continue to meet one-on-one with several men in our church.   

  
I am thankful to our Elder Team for helping the staff and church family navigate a tough 
season of ministry. I am grateful for the ways they have prayed, led and cared for the church 
family, and I am very excited for where God is leading Oakwood.   
  
There is no way I could have done any of this without the love and support of you the 
church family, and my wife Kristin and daughters Elyse and Aubrey!   
  
 
MEDICAL TEAM   
Oakwood Medical Team is available to respond to emergency issues that happen during 
our Sunday morning worship gatherings.   
  
I am grateful for those who have volunteered in some way the past year: Christopher 
Blake, Cheryl Ellis, Janis Edwards, Lauren Flint, Bridget Kilbride, Gery Sawall and  
Chris Schmidt.  
  
We have added Bill Conner and Manuel Marin to the team this past year. I also am  
very grateful for Sharon Carter who will help us create systems and identify areas  
of improvement. 
  
 
SECURITY TEAM  
Dave Jeske 
 
The security team, like all the volunteer teams, had to make significant changes to 
protocols due to COVID. Outdoor Sunday worship experiences introduced new areas 
of security concerns. Once we moved back indoors, the rooms were used less by teachers 
and more for individual worship experiences. With so many guests and the significant 
reduction of volunteers, the security team needed to be more vigilant with the changing 
dynamics. The positive takeaway exposed potential weak areas in security. These were 
recognized  
and addressed.  
  
The security team continues to serve the needs of Oakwood and I want to be sure to thank 
those who served with me: Skip Deerr, Curtis Flint, Jim Hammond, Matt Johnston and  
Adam Plummer.   
  
 



 
CAFÉ TEAM  
Mary Olson 
 
The Oakwood Café coffee service has been restored for the church community thanks to 
wonderful volunteers: Beth Culver, Josiah Hooper, Barb Sprecher and the kindness of Don 
Douglas (staff). Do you remember the sweet aroma of chocolate chip cookies, cinnamon 
rolls and specialty coffee drinks? Keep an eye out in Happenings (the new online 
bulletin) for Café service expansion. If you enjoy serving up smiles and delicious morning 
coffee and snacks, the Café team would be delighted to work with you. Please contact Mary 
Olson at mcbolson@gmail.com, should God pull on your heart strings!  

 
  

mailto:mcbolson@gmail.com


STUDENTS 
Myles Hanson  
 
SUMMARY OF EVENTS FOR 2020-2021 MINISTRY YEAR  
What a challenging year! A transition to full time student ministry, a raging pandemic, and 
many changing plans for the health and safety of our families has made this a year of 
obstacles. And yet, God always shines through in bright ways. Here are a few highlights for 
how God was moving this year:  
  
SUNDAY MORNING PROGRAMMING 
Current Average Attendance: 20 students, 6 leaders  
  
This year our Sunday morning programming started late in the year. The pandemic left our 
Sunday mornings lacking as we had an attendance limit in the building and one worship 
experience. Later in the year we were able to open up the number of people in the building 
and we went to a second service, so Oakwood Student Ministries started 
programming again! We had middle and high school students meet together, split by age 
for discussions. We held a weekly Bible study for these Sunday mornings, going through 
Ephesians, 2 Timothy and the “I am” statements of Jesus in John.   
  
SUNDAY NIGHT PROGRAMMING 
Current Average Attendance: 10 students, 5 leaders  
  
Each Sunday night, our high school students met for youth group. We spent the beginning 
of the year outside around the bonfire so we could maintain physical distancing and our 
small group discussions. Later in the year, as it got cold, we moved indoors for small groups. 
Topics this year included: spiritual gifts, a Hebrews book study, the We Believe Experience, 
disciplemaking priorities, and messy families in the Bible.   
  
WEDNESDAY NIGHT PROGRAMMING - MIDDLE SCHOOL 
Current Average attendance: 20 students, 7 leaders  
 
On Wednesday nights, we had large group games, time to build friendships, time with 
caring adults, and time to grow in faith for the middle school students. Topics were the 
same as Sunday night programming for high school students, but were taught differently to 
fit the age group.   
  
WEDNESDAY NIGHT PROGRAMMING - HIGH SCHOOL 
Current Average attendance: 7 students, 4 leaders  
 
The high school students had an additional programming night every Wednesday after the 
middle school students left. Our goal was to provide a time that would feel similar to having 
Bible study at a coffee shop. It was low key, almost entirely in small groups. Students were 
given questions to talk about with friends and caring adults. We spent most of the year in a 
book called “The John 3:16 Factor,” a devotional about sharing our faith with our friends and 
family. We finished up the year going through a couple of side topics on chronology of the 
Bible and talking through hard-to-answer topics.  
  



EVENTS  
We had quite a bit going on for Oakwood Student Ministries (OSM) this year despite the 
pandemic trying to slow us down. God was good, keeping us safe and healthy. Most of our 
events were either in homes or at Oakwood. We didn’t get too far out of the area because of 
pandemic restrictions. I also like to do events that students can recreate with their own 
family or friends and not be reliant on their youth group to have fun, faith-filled time with 
others. Both middle and high school groups had an event each month this year, including 
but not limited to: Fall Retreats, mission trips, a child care service night, game nights, Nerf 
wars, and a prayer walking night. Attendance varied quite a bit between both the middle 
and high school groups and which event was held.   
  
MY ACTIVITIES OUTSIDE OF PROGRAMMING  
This year I was privileged to be a part of Disciplemaking Learning Community in Sycamore, 
Illinois. I also had time with students outside of regular programming for one-on-one 
conversations and faith challenges. I led disciplemaking discussions with students through 
the week at programming and equipped small group leaders for their roles in and out of  
the church.  
  
This was a year of ups and downs and big changes, but God got us through the storm well. 
There are a lot of small stories I could share about in a long sitting, but the long and short of 
it is: Our students grew in their faith and many new students joined our ministry over the 
year. This year, more than any other year, our group leaders shared how God had opened 
their eyes to the power of meeting with students regularly outside of programming. God 
was working in amazing ways through our leaders, and they could all tell you stories of how 
kids have changed their lives through OSM this year.    
  
A huge thanks to our amazing small group leaders this year: Alan, Amanda, Bridget, Marcus, 
Josh, Lane, Joe, Kara, Brittney, Nate, Kristin, Dave, Nicole, Michael, Mike, Pat, Melanie and 
Jill. I’m honored to have you as friends and co-laborers in ministry.    
  



KIDS 
Becci Terrill 

FAMILY VENUE 
The Family Venue offered families the opportunity to worship God and grow in their faith in 
fun, kid-focused ways. Each week our team of volunteers set parents/grandparents up to 
lead their children in specially-designed activities focused on the spiritual concept being 
taught in God’s Word. It was a beautiful picture of the church partnering with families in real, 
tangible ways! What a joy and privilege to see families living out the gospel! We offered this 
option through March 7, 2021, and had an average of 31 people attending. 

KIDS CHURCH 
On March 14, 2021, we opened up programming for kids in a new format with large group 
offerings for 4-year-olds through 1st graders in the Kids Zone and 2nd through 5th graders 
in The Gathering Place. A team of volunteers led each large group, sharing the same lesson 
from God’s Word in both groups with activities for the specific age group. The kids and 
leaders were thrilled to be back together! We also added a third group in June for 2- and 3-
year-old children in the Kindergarten Room. We will continue to offer these options to 
families through the end of July 2021. 

DIGITAL PROGRAMMING 
When COVID-19 shut down our in-person gatherings, we added digital options to our 
weekly programming. In addition to our blog, videos and activities shared online, families 
could sign up for weekly Learning Packets that included all of the downloadable material 
offered online so that kids could worship from home. Once we could gather in-person, we 
began broadcasting our Family Venue and Kids Church via Facebook Live every Sunday. 
We continued offering Learning Packets for those still worshiping at home so they could 
follow along with us. 

WE BELIEVE KIDS BIBLE READING PROGRAM 
As an alternative for kids during our church-wide Bible reading experience, we created the 
We Believe Kids Pet Rescue & Bible Reading program. God provided brand new Beanie 
Babies that participating kids could “rescue” and read the daily Bible reading selections to 
during the 10 weeks that adults were completing the We Believe Experience. The Bible 
readings were specifically designed to help kids understand what we believe and why. We 
had 70 kids sign up to participate in the program! 

PARTNERING WITH PARENTS 
We continually strive to partner with parents as they lead their children to know and love 
Jesus. We sent weekly emails with digital and take-home options so parents could see 
exactly what we were doing on Sundays and lead their kids at home. Monthly verse cards 
were available. MOSAIC gave families the opportunity to talk about The Lord’s Supper in 
person or at home. In addition to these options, we held several events during the winter 
months for kids/parents to attend together with the focus on building relationships and 
serving others. 

Additionally, we created several new booklets in our faith formation series for kids/families 
including Faith Steps, The Lord’s Supper and How to Hear from God. 



SPRINGHILL DAY CAMP 
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we were not able to host SpringHill in 2020 and, due to other 
complications, the organization was not able to offer camp to our state/community in 2021. 
We will see what the future holds for the partnership with SpringHill. 

VOLUNTEERS 
God has blessed us with the most amazing volunteers! They love God, they love kids and 
they joyfully serve amid changing circumstances. To equip volunteers for their roles in 
2020-2021, two Catalyst trainings were held—one in September and one in January. Mama 
D’s brought its mobile trailer to church on May 23 for a special Volunteer Appreciation to 
thank our team members for their service. 

 

COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

TRUNK OR TREAT 
As we looked for new and safe ways to connect with our families and community, we 
hosted a special Trunk or Treat event in October. Five community partners participated, and 
at least 156 children and lots of adults from all over our community attended. It was a great 
way to Love God, Love Others and Make Disciples! 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 
Our church family packaged and sent 125 shoeboxes to bless children around the world this 
year! Praise Jesus! 

12 GIFTS OF CHRISTMAS 
As a way to focus on the true meaning of Christmas, we created The 12 Gifts of Christmas. 
This special box contained daily readings along with activities and supplies for people of all 
ages to celebrate Christmas. We prepared 100 boxes and these were a blessing to people 
all over our community. 

COME, FOLLOW JESUS (HOLY WEEK) 
This special resource gave individuals and families the opportunity to follow in the steps of 
Jesus as He walked to the cross. Each day of Holy Week, there were options for Bible 
reading and response—all pointing people to follow Jesus. 

THANK YOU 
Thank you, Oakwood family, for allowing me to love and lead your children for the past 
seven years. It has been my greatest joy to share God’s love with your children and see 
them grow in their faith! I pray their faith continues to grow more and more each day as they 
love God with all their heart, soul, mind and strength. They are God's masterpiece and He 
has great plans for each of them! 



GUEST CARE  
Sarah Hayden 

New: YouTube chat hosting, digital guest connection points 

Leaders: Sandy Reinhold, Mark Fischer, Sunshine Ristow, Wayne Steffen (welcoming team 
leads); Kirsten Hart (Newcomers’ Reception coordinator) 

Guest Care: Guest care has transformed throughout the past year in many ways. A large 
emphasis, especially in the fall and winter, was welcoming guests who joined us online. 
While a segment of our regular attenders was comfortable attending in person, we were 
not hosting many guests on-site. Additionally, guests were not likely to identify themselves 
online. We knew however, people were checking us out by joining us live on YouTube and 
watching the way we interacted in the live chat with one another. Since then, many guests 
told us that they joined us online before coming in person, which has become the new way 
to visit churches for the majority of guests. I look forward to continuing to offer a great 
online experience for guests, so they feel comfortable connecting with us and become 
involved in-person at Oakwood! 

Online Presence: During the fall and winter, I recruited and organized a team of staff and 
volunteers who were available to welcome each person in the YouTube chat and engage in 
conversation with one another. This maintained our connection with our Oakwood family 
who participated online as well as put forth a welcoming atmosphere for guests who were 
visiting us on YouTube. I was especially grateful for the volunteers who served in this 
ministry because they had a heart to ensure all our online attenders felt welcome!  

Newcomers’ Reception/Who Is Oakwood? Beginning in January 2021, we welcomed a few 
guests each month on-site, as people became more and more comfortable with attending 
large gatherings. Since August 2020, we hosted 42 people at Newcomers’ Receptions, 38 of 
whom attended a reception since January. We also conducted two Who Is Oakwood? 
gatherings this spring, which 10 people attended. These two events give newer attenders 
an opportunity to get to know some Oakwood staff/members and to have a view of 
Oakwood’s mission/ministries. It is exciting to be welcoming guests back to Oakwood and 
then help them make first connections to our body! 

Welcoming Teams: For the majority of the past year, we operated welcoming teams on 
fairly low capacity, as a majority of the members were not able to help for health reasons. 
Throughout the fall and winter months, a small group of welcoming team members served 
on-site to welcome attenders who were returning to on-site worship. We used Sign-Up 
Genius to have individuals pick Sundays they could serve. In March, when we began to have 
two worship experiences again, we returned to having welcoming team members serve on 
four teams, which was encouraging as the teams are now able to reconnect with one 
another. It’s a lot better to serve in teams!  

We are still not quite at full capacity on this team, but we have a great group on which to 
build. I am so grateful for the reliability of this team, not only the ones who served 
throughout, but for the many members who kept in touch with me regarding when they 
could return. It is a joy to serve with this dedicated, servant-oriented group!  

Looking ahead to next year, we will provide more training on use of the new walkie-talkies 
and continue to work on “treating guests like family,” as I suspect we will welcome many 
more post-COVID. 



Digital: For both on-site and online guests, we have designed new digital pieces, including 
an all-inclusive page on our website called “Happenings,” which serves as a weekly bulletin, 
as well as a connection point for guests. It can be accessed on our website as well as 
through QR codes in the Worship Center. I am especially thankful for our office and support 
staff for their teamwork in creating these pieces.  

Mother’s Day: Teamwork has seemed to be a theme this year, as we work to coordinate 
efforts among ministries. Another teamwork highlight was Mother’s Day 2021. As we looked 
at the passage that was to be shared, multiple team members came up with a plan that 
included the giveaway, stage design and much more, which allowed us to minister well to 
the women of Oakwood and our guests that day! 

Fellowship One: We upgraded our database system this year, which allows for more 
possibilities in tracking our follow-up process for guests. I have begun to experiment with 
the tools offered and using this system well will be a goal for me next year. 

Coronavirus Phase Team: Lastly, a large part of my time during the past 12 months has 
been to serve on the Coronavirus Phase Team at Oakwood. The team, including two other 
staff members, an elder and myself, worked together to make recommendations to the 
lead pastoral staff team about how to respond to the health concerns, as well as the state 
and county guidelines for the best of Oakwood. I was especially concerned with ensuring 
that any guest who stepped onto our property knew what to expect, and that we 
communicated well. I worked with other staff to make signs and write updates for 
communications. I am very proud of how Oakwood’s church family walked through this 
unusual year together and I believe we were a good witness to our community, building a 
good reputation among our neighbors for His name! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WOMEN  
Sarah Hayden 
 

JUST AMONG MOMS (JAM) 
JoAnne Jessee (coordinator); Margaret Fiedler, Jeannine Sawall, Erin Zelenko  
(team members) 

New: Wednesday night meetings 

In response to COVID, we switched our meeting time from Thursday mornings to 
Wednesday nights beginning in the fall and extending through the spring. Allowing us to 
reach a few moms who are unavailable in the daytime. A total of 12 moms attended Just 
Among Moms (JAM) and five of those were new. Two of 12 do not attend Oakwood and one 
mom does not attend church anywhere. The mentor mom presence was strong this year, 
with 1-4 attending each week, loving and pouring into the moms. We continued to connect 
with “Thursday morning moms” through Facebook and by providing five park playdates with 
Margaret Fiedler in September and May. An average of six moms attended each time. 
Though JAM looked different this year, our purpose continued: to provide a welcoming 
place for all moms in our community, supporting them to love and serve their families well. 
The evening meeting time opened up an opportunity to care for moms in different stages 
and situations, which was a gift to us! For next year, we’re exploring the possibility of 
offering a group for moms in the evening, while also returning to Thursday mornings with a 
children’s program. 

CARE CONNECTION 
Julie Pylkas and Tracie Kitchener (coordinators) 

New: Long-term needs met 

This year, we had 78 team members participate in making meals, up four from last year. 
Nineteen families were served since August 2020 and 154 meals were provided. An area to 
note for celebration is this team's ability to cover two long-term needs for a series of 
months; expectations were surpassed on the number of meals we could cover for these 
families! Though the number of family units served decreased this year, the number of 
meals provided remained high. Thank you, church family, for letting us know of needs. And 
thank you, team members, for selflessly offering your time and energy to be the hands and 
feet of Jesus.  

 

BRING CHRISTMAS HOME (In-home and online events) 
Dionne Wilhelm, Christy Gelting, Margaret Fiedler, Carrie Ziebell (team members) 

New: Digital resource for smaller events 

As the holiday season approached this year and COVID rates peaked, we asked ourselves 
how we could still equip Oakwood women to be able to invite family and friends to hear the 
gospel story at Christmas, as has been our tradition for many years. This team created a 
digital package for women to be able to host either a smaller in-home event or an online 
gathering. It included a menu of resources with ice breaker games, tips for decorating, craft 
ideas, recipes, a printable devotional, a video message, worship videos and discussion 



questions. The package was accessible for any woman and could be modified for any size 
group! Oakwood women hosted 10 gatherings, with 2-10 women at each event. Each 
gathering was catered to the host and her guests, and we were thrilled that the message of 
Christ coming at Christmas was shared with so many women!  

 

IF:GATHERING (Women’s Conference) 
Mikaela Gitto (coordinator) 

New: live stream national women’s gathering 

For the first time, Oakwood was a host site for the IF:Gathering March 5-6, 2021. When so 
many events were canceled this year, this conference turned out to be a huge blessing to 
all who attended. The event was streamed from a remote location, but it was live which 
made it feel more personal. We welcomed 50 women, some who attended on-site, and 
some who attended online, with access to a live chat exclusively for Oakwood. The 
speakers involved were right in line with Oakwood’s ministry and mission, which made it 
especially applicable to our women. The powerful messages of hope and mission reminded 
us all that nothing will stop the message of the gospel, and we get to be a part of it! Other 
highlights were welcoming different generations of women to participate and (finally) 
getting to host a larger group of women on-site. We would highly consider hosting the 
IF:Gathering again next year, planning some live elements such as worship and prayer, as 
well as intentionally planning follow-up groups for women. 

 

Equipping Women of Influence (E-WIN) 
Debby Rowe and Susan Klein (leaders/mentors) 

New: Continuation of cohort meeting 

Our 2019-2020 group of eight next generation leaders requested to continue for another 
year into 2021. Every other month they self-led intentional conversations around significant 
topics such as race, sexuality, women in ministry leadership, etc. It was encouraging to see 
these women equipped and exercising their leadership training. We will take a pause on this 
ministry for the next year, as we seek the Lord's timing for the next cohort of women. 
Meanwhile, we plan on offering some stand-alone times of encouragement and restoration 
for Oakwood women's leaders.  
 

WOMEN’S GROUPS 

New: Prevalence of online groups, additional leaders for Morning by Morning, men’s and 
women’s group opportunities coordinated 

During a time when connection was most needed, many women found community in 
groups offered through Oakwood! Women’s groups met regularly in homes, on-site and 
online. While there was a time when groups could only meet online, some women have 
continued to find it a convenient and practical way to stay connected throughout the week. 
Online groups met throughout the year, including groups for the We Believe Experience this 
winter. Our Morning by Morning ministry meets three mornings a week on Zoom to share 
Scripture, devotional thoughts and prayer, all in 20 minutes or less. We have added four 
new leaders to this ministry since last year! I am thankful for all the leaders who checked in 



with their members throughout the year and otherwise helped women connect with our 
church body.  

This summer, we coordinated group opportunities for both men and women, centered 
around Psalm 139. I am excited that we could align groups for both men and women! Within 
these offerings, we have eight women’s groups offering a variety of creative and active 
experiences to build community around God’s Word. 

 

FROM SARAH: 
This year of ministry challenged us all, staff and ministry leaders, to consider what is most 
important about being the church and to pursue that. I think it left me with a firmer view of 
ministry, along with the willingness to try new things and take risks. (COVID takes and  
COVID gives!) 

Beyond the many examples above of doing things differently, we participated in a 
contactless service project with Exploit No More, for which Oakwood women collected 
items for one of the bedrooms in their new home for survivors of human trafficking. Another 
highlight was taking a number of our leaders through a contingency planning workshop last 
August that Debby Rowe led. This empowered leaders to make decisions for their ministries 
even when they could not predict how the future looked. May we keep growing in how we 
love and serve! 

Thank you to all the Oakwood support staff whose selfless attitudes facilitate much of what 
happens behind-the-scenes! It is life-giving to work with you! Thanks also to all the women 
of Oakwood who tirelessly loved and cared for one another this year... you inspire me! 

  



GROUPS + PRAYER 
Marcus Constantine   
  
Throughout this ministry year, Oakwood groups for all ages and life stages gathered in 
homes, on site, and out in the community, studying God’s Word and praying. We’ve 
continued offering groups that meet online or with Zoom options. We have developed 
two Disciplemaking Movement group training experiences called Spark and Ignite! Stay 
tuned as we plan to offer these opportunities again in the fall to grow in disciplemaking 
habits like prayer, investing in our community, gathering around God’s Word, mentoring  
and multiplication.  
  
Here are updates from a variety or group and prayer ministries:  
  
GRIEF MINISTRY  
Sandy Smith, Dan D’Amore, Ned Wicker 
 
We offer GriefShare as a ministry of on-going support, compassion and encouragement to 
those who have lost a loved one. The success of this ministry comes from the excellent 
organization and presentation of the materials as well as the personal connection with 
others who have walked a similar road. We have seen participants discover new meaning in 
their lives as they find comfort, answers and hope.  
  
Participants are encouraged to know that their grief journey is both unique and normal. They 
are reassured when they discover how grief affects their mind, body and spirit, and yet 
there is reason for hope. The session videos provide participants with real people, sharing 
their loss and asking the tough questions of “why?" Listening to others share their grief 
experiences encourages members to open up and get in touch with their personal thoughts 
and feelings. GriefShare guides participants to look forward and consider the fact that peace 
and pain will always be a part of our world. We praise God for His love, compassion and 
grace.  
 
Since September 2019, we have incorporated the “Journeying Through Grief” materials from 
Stephen Ministries. In those two years, a total of 58 packets have been sent out, which 
include several months of personal notes, follow-up and invitations to GriefShare. A total of 
20 booklets were sent out from August 2020 to the present.  
  
Sandy Smith, who leads this team, shared: “I am looking forward to supporting this ministry 
again this year. I have personally experienced loss and know how difficult the grief process 
is. I understand how a physical death is a part of life. Providing a place for others to share 
and understand their loss is so important. There is still so much of life to be lived and 
eternity to look forward to. All praise goes to our Lord Jesus Christ.”  
  
LIBRARY MINISTRY  
Chris Sunday and Sunshine Ristow 
 
The resource ministry of Oakwood is somewhat behind the scenes. We see books being 
checked out and returned to the library. We don't always hear the stories about how 
reading and applying them has changed lives, but we know the Spirit does and we are glad 
to continue the library as a service to our Oakwood community.  



  
The library supports Oakwood’s disciplemaking endeavors through equipping, making 
study materials available, allowing individuals to dive deeper in personal study, providing 
books written by recent speakers at Oakwood, and resources on many aspects of theology 
and Christian living. This year, we have seen an increase in items being borrowed. We are 
excited that our library is helpful to the spiritual journeys of others.    
  
MEN’S MINISTRY  
Mighty Men of God (in training) has continued to meet faithfully Monday thru Saturday 
mornings for life-on-life discussion and application of God’s Word. Our men’s ministry team 
hosted a Men’s Advance in February 2021 with guest speaker David Cross of Professionals 
Global, who equipped us in disciplemaking and integrating our faith at work.  
  
Several events for men were hosted as part of the Always summer group opportunities, 
gathering guys for meaningful conversation and active experiences like kayaking, axe 
throwing, and reality-TV themed challenges.   
  
This fall, we are launching Pulse, a cohort-based opportunity for men to grow in our 
disciplemaking influence at home and at work. During the course of nine months, men will 
gather in cohorts to be equipped and to take next steps in key areas like spiritual 
disciplines, disciplemaking movements, spiritual gifts, emotional health, integrity, marriage 
and family relationships, spiritual warfare, and kingdom impact. It will culminate in a 
weekend retreat focused on leaving a legacy. If you’re interested to learn more or be part, 
connect with me (marcus@oakwoodnow.org).  
  
MENTAL HEALTH MINISTRY  
We have several Oakwood members who have made themselves available to speak 
personally with friends of our Oakwood community who are challenged by mental health 
concerns personally or in their families. We have supported individuals who go to Oakwood 
and some who do not. We come alongside individuals in need of support and we steer 
others to resources when we aren't qualified to help.  
  
Ann and Mike Gapinski on our team have pursued Christian counseling training online 
through Saddleback Church that will be helpful in ministering to others within the mental 
health ministry at Oakwood. This began in March 2021 and will be completed in  
October 2021.   
 
Our team finds joy in being able to come alongside someone going through a difficult time, 
praying with them, and sometimes helping in tangible ways. The most rewarding part is 
hearing testimonies from those who received support that they are trusting God more and 
leaning on His strength with whatever they are going through.  
  
This fall, we are exploring hosting a few special event sessions with our team and outside 
guests that will address themes that support mental and emotional health including 
suicide prevention, and depression and anxiety. We will also partner 
with GriefShare ministry to promote Surviving the Holidays.  
  
 
 



PRAYER TEAM  
Scott Walker 
 
Despite the pandemic disrupting normal services, the prayer team adapted to praying 
remotely for the congregation and the staff. The prayer team remained committed to lifting 
up the needs of the congregation. Most of our prayer team members have resumed in-
person prayer each Sunday.  
  
We have 16 people actively serving on our prayer team, asking the Lord to meet with us in a 
special way during our gatherings and offering personal prayer after the worship 
experience. The prayer team is excited to be back in person with the congregation to pray 
with people and address each personal concern that’s shared.  
  
Each week, our elders and staff gather on Tuesdays to intercede for the prayer needs our 
congregation shares. Prayer requests can be shared via our church app, website or by 
emailing info@oakwoodnow.org.  
  
This spring, we participated in the National Day of Prayer week, connecting with several 
area churches and our community partners at the Milwaukee House of Prayer. We opened 
the Library at Oakwood as a prayer room, joined with other area churches for a united 
prayer and worship gathering in Menomonee Falls, and co-hosted a half-night of prayer  
in Milwaukee.  
  
We have seen the Lord birth two new regular prayer groups on Tuesday evenings and 
Thursday mornings. Monthly on the fourth Thursday, we have begun a church-wide fasting 
and prayer initiative, asking the Holy Spirit to grow our prayerful dependence on Him and 
help us focus on strategic prayer targets together.  
  
SENIOR FELLOWSHIP  
Ted and Judy Witas, Chuck and Mady Gura, Tom and Gail Pope 
 
Oakwood Senior Fellowship has prospered and even thrived through this season of 
pandemic. Our ministry of fellowship, praise and prayer has proved sufficient to maintain our 
connection to each other in ways that have let us see God’s all-sufficient grace. We can only 
say, “To God be the glory.”  
   
Aug. 5, 2020, we began our year with a picnic, which we typically have on the first 
Wednesday through the summer months. The first Wednesday of every month we close 
our meeting with a potluck lunch. Our New Year’s Eve afternoon celebration was a special 
treat with appetizers and desserts. Ron and Diane Beauchamp’s daughter, Susan, blessed 
us with special music and led us in singing songs. This year, our Share Time videos from 
David Jeremiah and Robert Jeffress were particularly timely and encouraging in the 
challenging world we are facing.  
    
In the year ahead our goal remains to foster one another and minister to new people 
coming into our fellowship. If you are in your senior years of life, we invite you to join us in 
sharing life together.  
  
 
 



YOUNG ADULT GROUP  
Our young adult group has continued to gather regularly, providing a warm, fun 
environment for college-age and young-professional adults to gather with peers for 
discovery from God’s Word and mutual encouragement. This summer, we hosted events to 
help us stay connected and invite friends who have spiritual interest.  
  
 
MARRIAGE MINISTRY  
Marriage Ministry began in fall 2020 with the training of nine mentor couples in PREPARE/ 
ENRICH. The Marriage Ministry provides pre-marital and marriage enrichment sessions. We 
are currently mentoring three couples. Connect with us to learn more.   
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WORSHIP + CREATIVE ARTS 
Tom Hooper 
   
The past year has been about flexibility and adaptation, but for me the Lord has been 
working even more toward contentment (the first line of Psalm 23—“The Lord is my 
Shepherd, I shall not want.”). He provided everything we needed each week to worship 
Him as the Body of Christ and, while it was occasionally a smaller team than we’re used to, 
He knew exactly who would be here. The worship team spots were always filled as His 
name was proclaimed. May we never have so much that we take Him for granted or so little 
that we complain! I’m blessed to work with the staff here at Oakwood and so grateful for the 
volunteers who stepped up in different ways. The Lord provides from our church for our 
church, and we’re so grateful to get to serve with each of you.  
 
HERE’S A BIT OF WHAT WAS GOING ON THIS PAST YEAR THROUGH ALL THE CHANGES:  

• We were able to worship outside—all together—for the whole month of August and 
September, coming inside for part of October, then going back outside for a couple 
more opportunities to gather together even in colder weather. I’m thankful for good 
weather and the blessing of being all together during this time. A big thank you to 
the teams who made the outdoor technology/setup/take-down all work each 
week! 

• In the fall we hosted and live-streamed the EFCA district conference, and found 
ways to livestream both the adult worship experience and the Family Venue 
downstairs simultaneously each Sunday.  

• The teams did a great job covering for me while my family and I were quarantined at 
home for three weeks in late October/early November.  

• Christmas Eve looked different this year, as we offered both 3 and 5 p.m. in-person 
worship experiences, as well as two completely different, pre-recorded online video 
experiences that released at 3 and 7 p.m. on YouTube.  

• A number of our Oakwood people recorded themselves reading scripture for 
Sunday morning worship during our We Believe Experience (Jan.-Mar.).  

• Our youth began joining us periodically for Sunday morning worship, bringing 
renewed enthusiasm and energy to us as we shared wisdom and experience  
with them. I’m thankful for that new, ongoing opportunity both onstage and in the 
sound booth.  

• We’re purchasing new video technology to continue to improve our video and live 
stream capabilities and are excited to see how we can use it to share the gospel 
more effectively.  

• We shared a number of powerful video testimonies as part of our Hope series in 
April/May.  

 
I’m so grateful for the way my family not only supports but serves with me in so many ways. 
I love leading with my wife Shelley or having her in the tech booth. I also see my 
boys finding where the Lord is calling them to serve in worship; Jonathan in sound mixing, 
Samuel with lighting, Josiah singing on stage with me and also running the computer and 
leading worship with the kids.  
 
Through all of this, what’s still most important is the opportunity we get to spend 
time together in the Lord’s presence in worship and hearing His Word. It was so clear to us 
this past year how important every one of you are to our Sunday morning gatherings—we 



love being a part of the family of God here at Oakwood. I'm thankful to be able to glorify the 
name of Jesus with a team of people whose hearts are seeking the Lord, and to step into 
what the Lord has for us as the Body of Christ as we trust Him to provide us with all that we 
need. Thank you!  
  
 
COMMUNICATIONS  
Sarah Duwe 
  
If I could sum up the year with one word, it would be “digital.” The pandemic accelerated 
our digital communications. In the past year we have:  

• Refined our online worship experience presence  
• Re-designed our website  
• Created an app  
• Streamlined our database  
• Launched an all-church devotional blog  

  
The purpose of all of this is so our congregation feels connected to Oakwood and that 
people get the information they need to be connected. Besides these fantastic digital  
tools that we’re using (for which we’re still collecting data), we maintained our presence  
on social media.   
  
SOCIAL MEDIA   
Our reach on Facebook and Instagram grew more than 20% (21% on Facebook and 26% on 
Instagram) since August 2020. Our holiday posts received the most attention, as did posts 
that included people from Oakwood.   
  
On YouTube, our viewership remained steady with about 200-300 viewers each week. Once 
Oakwood began opening up more and COVID recommendations changed, our weekly 
viewership began dropping to closer to 100 viewers. The best part is that many people will 
watch the message videos all throughout the week and we gain a lot of viewership that 
way, plus we’re up to 535 subscribers (152 since August 2020) on our channel. We also had a 
total of 39,421 views since August 2020.  
  
EMAILS  
We’ve increased the number of emails we send out because of COVID and so that our 
attendees feel connected to Oakwood. Since August 2020, we sent out more than 500 
emails to the entire church, prayer chain, group leaders, Family Life subscribers and more. 
Our open rate is 40% (11% above the industry average) and our click rate increased to 17% 
(14% above the industry average), meaning we’re creating content that people want to read 
and they’re taking action!  
  
LOOKING AHEAD  
In the year ahead, we’re looking forward to advancing the communications channels we 
have (rather than adding more) and aligning them around a strategic purpose so that it 
makes it easier for recipients to connect with the information we’re sharing… ultimately 
drawing them closer to Jesus.    

 



 
MISSIONS 
Roger Ellis  
 
As with each of our Oakwood ministries, the past ministry year proved to be one of 
adjustment. We met entirely via Zoom until May. Our missions team members are: Suzan 
Braun (staff Missions Administrative Assistant), Amanda Penebaker, Andrew 
Ellis, Gerrylynn Ferguson (staff Community Partnerships Coordinator), Kara Blake, Joey 
Curtin, Mikaela Gitto, Neal Meitler and Roger Ellis (staff Lead Pastor and 
Interim Chairperson). Ian Kee had been our missions chair for the past three years before 
moving to Tennessee in January.  
 
MISSIONS HIGHLIGHTS  

• We kept all of our financial commitments to each one of our missionaries.  
• We spotlighted the ministry of Exploit No More on Freedom Sunday (Sept. 20).  
• We added three new team members: Joey Curtin, Mikaela Gitto and Neal Meitler.  
• The first missionaries from Oakwood Church (Keith and Judy Anderson - 1979) 

completed their full-time missionary work under ReachGlobal, the missions arm of 
the Evangelical Free Church of America (EFCA). EFCA missionary policy is that they 
formally retire at age 70. Keith and Judy spent their entire missionary career serving 
the people of Latin America. Keith was the president and key developer of ProMeta, 
the online seminary for Latin America. The ProMeta strategy has also spread to 
multiple countries and continents around the globe. They will continue to serve on a 
part-time basis with ReachGlobal.  

• For the past three to four years, the missions team has desired to partner financially 
with the ministry of Shepherd’s College (Union Grove, WI) as it reaches out to the 
unreached people group of those who have intellectual disabilities. As of May 1, 
2021, this partnership has been established. We look forward to practical ways to 
engage in this ministry.  

• We once again completed annual evaluations of all of our missionaries.  
• We interviewed and gave a one-time gift to Alex and Kristin Bradshaw who run a 

ministry in Haiti called Abide in Love that empowers families to stay together by 
providing community support programs.  

• We had the privilege of spending much time as a church family with Phil and Elin 
Henderson and Susie Locklin as they continued to live in the “in-between” time due 
to COVID. At the time of this writing (July 2021), both of them have returned to the 
continent of Africa and are anxiously awaiting their return to the villages of those 
they are reaching with the gospel.  

• Brad and Katy Jonswold were our missionary guests for our Missions Sunday in 
April (rescheduled from October due to COVID).  

• The missions team developed and implemented Oakwood’s missionary retirement 
policy. This policy is congruent with the missions retirement policy of the 
EFCA’s ReachGlobal.   

 
SPECIAL PROJECTS FUNDED  

• Two gifts totaling $5,000 to World Ministries to provide humanitarian assistance 
during COVID to the people of India and Myanmar.  



• A gift of $500 to InterAct Ministries (Don Gillaspie) to provide for an individual in crisis 
among the Chilcotin of British Columbia.  

• A gift of $700 in the form of a scholarship for a Venezuelan student for a year of 
online theological training with ProMeta so he can plant a church in his town.  

• A retirement gift of $1,000 to the Andersons.  
• A gift of $2000 to fund the need for a security guard for the Haitian ministry,  

Abide in Love.   
• A gift of $1000 to urban ministry God Touch Milwaukee.   

  
MISSION: HOPE  
Amanda Penebaker 
 
COVID impacted Mission: Hope’s ministries this year. We were unable to send a short-
term mission team to serve vulnerable children in Latvia, nor were we able to hold a Royal 
Family Kids Camp for local foster children. We instead spent much of 2020 into early 2021 
wrapping around the current Oakwood families who are fostering or have adopted.   
   
We have a group called Hope 4 Homes that met regularly; initially virtually, then in person, to 
support and lift each other up in prayer and encouragement. We also hosted and sponsored 
a virtual conference called Hope for the Journey that provided real tools for those families 
currently fostering or considering fostering or adopting children into their homes.   
   
We also had a small team that would make monthly meals for these families to give them a 
small piece of respite for the hard days. We served upwards of seven families/per month 
with four meals per family.    
   
We hosted Bishop W.C. Martin in November for Orphan Sunday. Bishop Martin is the  
author of the book “Small Town, Big Miracle” and shared a road map to social transformation 
by demonstrating how his tiny church adopted and forever changed the destiny of 73  
at-risk children.  
  
COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS  
Gerrylynn Ferguson 
 
We are grateful for all of our faithful volunteers who continue to serve here at Oakwood. 
This past year we were able to strengthen our relationships with our Community Partners.   
  
Exploit No More joined us for a Sunday service to bring awareness to Oakwood about 
human trafficking. The Exploit No More Elevated Chef Food Truck joined us for 
Oakwood’s picnic and when we hosted Divine Consign. Family Promise continues to serve 
families with two apartments. They’ve also added one apartment for single women. We 
were able to provide meals and gather requested items during our “host” weeks. Milwaukee 
House of Prayer is available 24/7 by appointment for anyone to come and pray. They were 
able to join us this past October, for our “Trunk or Treat” event. We had many successful 
blood drives here at Oakwood with the American Red Cross. We were very excited to 
reschedule the Feed My Starving Children MobilePack from March 2020 to July 9 and 
10, 2021. It was funded with Advent Conspiracy 2019 gifts. Our church packaged more than 
50,000 meals that will feed kids around the world.  
  



Advent Conspiracy 2020 was focused on our Community Partners. November, December 
and January we gathered supplies for each partner. This was a great way for our church 
family to come together and bless these organizations. I am thanking God for all who serve 
in our community. When we serve out of love, God is glorified.   
  
CONCLUSION  
Throughout the past few years we have been given multiple opportunities to be personally 
involved with some of our missionaries. We have loved on them and encouraged them. 
While their ongoing delay to get back to the mission field was frustrating for them it was a 
blessing for us. May we continue to take steps forward with Oakwood missions.   



BUILDING + GROUNDS 
Don Douglas 
 

TEAM MEMBERS  
Don Douglas (chair); Dave VanderBroek, Ken Kureck, Stacey Rice, Chris Bandler, Matt Carl, 
Dennis Greenwood, Vance Cramer, and Chuck Gura (team members) 

During this last year, our team has been quietly overseeing the completion of the new 
outdoor church sign (December 2020). We also oversaw an additional sidewalk along the 
west side of the building at The Gathering entry door. We installed a new pad for the youth 
Gaga ball court on June 17, 2021 (privately donated). Rather than waiting for quarterly 
meetings to address building issues, we work on them as they occur. This has been working 
well and has significantly reduced the agenda portion of our meetings. 

Chris Bandler has continued as our part-time evening custodian. Special thanks to Chuck 
Gura. He continues to do a great job expertly maintaining the softball field. Stacey Rice 
continues as the aesthetics advisor, keeping our facility looking fresh and up-to-date. Thank 
you, Stacey. 

Thank you to Dennis Greenwood as he continues to do an amazing job on the tree care and 
weeding. His efforts reduce the work needed on spring cleanup day. 

Thank you, lawn mowing team: Matt Carl, Ken Kurek, Bob Blas, Dave VanderBroek, Chuck 
Gura, Dave Evanstad, David Grace, Robin Haynes. 

Thanks to Matt Carl, our technical advisor on the phone system and security system. 

Thank you to Vance Cramer for snow plowing and salting our parking lots. 

 

PROJECTS AND MILESTONES – AUGUST 1, 2020 – JULY 31, 2021 

• Remove/replace deteriorated retaining wall on entry sidewalk. 
• Upgrading our old lighting system to new LED lighting as one full project was put on 

hold during COVID-19. 
• Addition of a permanent slab for the youth Gaga Ball court. 
• Replaced a blower motor in RTU #1, part of our HVAC system. 
• Upkeep of the other RTU systems. 
• New outdoor church sign. 
• New sidewalk along west entrance to The Gathering. 
• Continued roof leak repairs. 

 
 
 



FISCAL 2021 FINANCIAL SUMMARY 
Terry Breunig 

 
The past two fiscal years have been challenging financially since the COVID shutdown  
in March 2020.  We are pleased to report that we have succeeded with our top two  
financial priorities:  
  

• Protecting our staff  
• Maintaining our commitments to our ministry outreach partners (e.g., missions, 

EFCA/district support)  
  
Here are some key financial metrics based on 11 months (Aug. 2020 – June 2021) of 
fiscal results:  
  

• Giving should meet or slightly exceed operating expenses.  
• Actual giving is running at about 92% of budget, which would leave us at about 

$1,300,000 in giving at year-end, an actual-to-budget deficit of close to $100,000.  
By comparison:  
• In our last pre-COVID year (fiscal 2019), giving was $1,365,000.  
• Last year (fiscal 2020), giving tailed off late in the year to finish at $1,353,000.  

• Staff has done a fantastic job of watching expenses, spending only 35% to 40% of 
their ministry budgets.  

• We made two months of interest-only payments on the mortgage, conserving  
about $30,000 in cash (after three months of interest-only mortgage payments  
in fiscal 2020). 

  
We appreciate so much how so many in the Oakwood family have remained faithful in both 
ministry service and giving.  
  
We are hopeful the new fiscal year will be a “bounce back” year in terms of both ministry 
participation and giving, anticipating having a full year without COVID restrictions. At the 
same time, the fiscal 2022 budget presented to the congregation in July reflects a desire to 
be prudent with spending levels as we seek to continue recovering financially. 
 
 
BENEVOLENCE 
Nick Hayden  
 
During the 2020-2021 ministry year, the Benevolence Fund reached members of our church 
family at Oakwood as well as members of the surrounding community.  
 
We provided $3,130 for people in need, including $340 in assistance to our church family 
and $2,789 to multiple members of our Lake Country community. They saw an answer to 
prayer and your gifts gave God the glory throughout the year. Thank you for allowing us to 
bless others through your generous donations.  
 
The church staff has also distributed $1,500 in food and gas cards graciously provided by 
our church family to individuals in need.  



 
The ministry will end the year with $11,039 in funds to start 2021-2022 ministry year. With the 
COVID pandemic, we saw only a few requests from our church family. This was most likely 
attributed to the increase in options for government assistance for rent/housing and 
additional unemployment funds, as well as remote church options.  
 
Please pray for continued discernment in financial needs of the people that this  
ministry reaches. 
 
 


